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About the Authors is about the littlest 

authors—those in kindergarten through second 

grade. Based on the ways in which young 

children learn, it shows teachers how to launch  

a writing workshop by inviting children to do  

what they do naturally—make stuff. So why not 

write books?

Katie Wood Ray has seen young authors do 

just that, and she wants your students to be able 

to do the same. She demonstrates what it takes 

to nourish writing right from the start, explaining 

step by step how to set up and maintain a primary 

writing workshop and detailing eleven units of 

study that cover idea generation, text structures, 

different genres, and illustrations. She also 

draws on the teaching of first-grade teacher Lisa 

Cleaveland, “listening in” to Lisa as she helps 

students learn from professional writers, work with 

intention, and think about their own process.

Chockfull of examples of little books by young 

children, About the Authors is proof positive that a 

primary writing workshop is a smart writing move.

Writing Workshop with  
Our Youngest Writers
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Study Driven
A Framework for Planning Units of Study in the Writing Workshop
Katie Wood Ray

Grades K–8 / 978-0-325-00750-2 / 0-325-00750-0 / 2006 / 304pp / $29.00

Katie Wood Ray shows you that encouraging students to read closely can improve the effectiveness of 

your writing instruction. Detailing her own method for utilizing the popular mentor-texts approach, Ray 

helps you immerse children in a close study of published texts that supports their learning, leads them to 

a better understanding of the traits of good writing, and motivates them to become more accomplished 

writers. Study Driven also gives you the ideas and resources for thirty units of study, ranging from genres to 

punctuation and appropriate across grade levels.

You may also be interested in...

www.heinemann.com

Read Sample Chapters of our books anytime—online!

The Teaching Behind ABOUT THE AUTHORS (DVD) 
How to Support Our Youngest Writers
Katie Wood Ray, Lisa CLeaveLand

Grades K–2 / 978-0-325-00836-3 / 0-325-00836-1 / 2005 / DVD / $45.00 

In The Teaching Behind About the Authors, Katie Wood Ray is your guide on a tour of Lisa Cleaveland’s writing 

workshop, where you’ll come face to face with emerging writers and see for yourself how smart, organized, 

high-powered teaching helps ignite a passion for writing. Ray and Cleaveland show the predictable, unified 

ways of thinking and talking that help children develop important habits of mind over time. Tied to the units of 

study contained in About the Authors and shot during real, unstaged school days, The Teaching Behind About 

the Authors conveys what actually happens in active writing workshops. 

Katie Wood Ray, former Associate Professor at Western Carolina 

University, is now a full-time writer and researcher of the teaching of writing. 

She works with teachers across the country to help them implement writing 

workshops in their classrooms, and is the author or coauthor of numerous 

resources on the teaching of writing, including the Heinemann titles Study 

Driven (2006), About the Authors (2004) and its DVD companion The Teaching 

Behind About the Authors (2005), and What You Know by Heart (2002). She is 

a Heinemann Professional Development provider.
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